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                  November 28, 2006

Dear Rotarians,

Thank you for the opportunity to apply for a Somerville Rotary grant and for your support of The Giving Camp in previous years. We are writing to ask for a donation of $2000 again this year to support our camps for Somerville residents. Our camps serve people with disabilities, their families and the college and high school volunteers. Our objective is to facilitate the interaction of young people who are developing normally and people with disabilities in the community. By providing the avenue for students to meet and volunteer with people with disabilities, we provide an opportunity for new friendships with people that they might not otherwise ever meet. Many people with disabilities are ignored by the community – people either look away, or stare. By facilitating friendships, students learn about disabilities, experience activities with a new heightened awareness of prejudices and fears that are shared among many people in the community. Students have expressed that they come to the camp to give, but end up getting so much more than they ever give.

Camps are for children and adults. Camps are held separately for children and adults as their interests vary. The adult camps generally take place in Somerville or Boston – out in the community at places such as, the Somerville Theatre, eating in Davis Square, Swan Boat and Duck Tour rides in Boston, bowling and visits to local museums, dining at Tufts facilities and attending theatre on campus. The children’s camps take place on Tufts campus and include children with disabilities and their siblings who are developing normally. This provides a needed respite for the parents, and an environment where children with disabilities participate with children who are developing normally. The children’s camps include trips to the park, planting flowers, entertainment by local youth organization, and various arts and crafts projects. 

Our most recent development is to include youth from the Somerville Youth Program, (led by Bob Nasson) who volunteer with Tufts students.  Bob approached the Giving Camp and asked if we could have activities that include Somerville youth who attend the youth center after school. In February, we will attend a Bruin’s game with students from Tufts, resident of Walnut Street Center and student from the Somerville Youth Program. 

As a result of the Somerville camps, founded by Rotarians Diane Ricciardelli and Reverend David O’leary, in 2001, and led by Tufts students, camps now regularly take place at Woburn High School (with sponsorship from Woburn Rotary), Marlborough High School, and camps are starting at Saint Anselm’s, Boston College and Saint Michael’s. The support from the Somerville community has set the stage for other communities to come together to sponsor camps and to spread our vision of inclusion for people with disabilities.

The Giving Camp organization provides training to the young students to help the students understand the disabilities of the people that they meet. Some examples of what the students learn include:
the best way to move a manual wheelchair through the city streets

how to communicate using a communication board

assisting with people who have difficulty with balance 

the initial ‘hello’ and welcoming new guests to the camp

rest room assistance

assistance with cutting food into small pieces and helping with feeding

the importance of never talking ‘about’ people when you can talk ‘to’ the person

autism and disabilities in the autism spectrum, and associated behaviors

The training was developed by an Occupational Therapist and by professionals in the field who work with people with physical and mental challenges. 
No other organization provides this service in the community. Each camp hosts 15-30 adults with 30-50 volunteers per camp. The children camps host 20-25 children per camp with 40-50 volunteers each camp. There are 3 adult and 3 children camps per year taking place on the campus of Tufts University.

The Rotary Banner will be on display during the events. A Press Release will be developed for the local newspapers.  Letters to the families of the guests will include information about Somerville Rotary. An article will be written for the Distict 7930 newsletter.

The Giving Camp T-shirts are worn by everyone who participates in the events. T-shirts are required so that we can easily look into the crowd and see who is with our group. If anyone strays from the group, it is clear. The Rotary logo will be on the back of the T-shirt.

We will invite Rotarians to attend our campus, to assist with serving lunch, or as chaperones to Boston or Somerville. Camps take plus on weekends throughout the year, and for one week in August. 

Budget

The cost to operate a camp ranges from $1500 to $5000, depending on the activities and length of the camp. The August camp, which lasts for 4 full days is listed here:

Item Description




Cost

___lunches





$1,000

      Snacks, Water, beverages 
                    $   100

      T-Shirts





$   600

      Activity/Art/Craft supplies


$   500

      Printing costs 




$     50

      Theatre/movie Tickets


$   750

      Bowling





$   100

     Transportation




$   400

     Swan Boats/Duck tours


$   380

Total






$4630

Somerville Rotary has twice welcomed presentations by The Giving Camp, and we look forward to presenting as often as the membership will invite us!

Thank you for your kind consideration,

Diane Ricciardelli Roberge

Executive Director, The Giving Camp
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P.O. Box 53114

Medford, MA 02153

866.825.GIVE

www.thegivingcamp.org


