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Grant Application – Somerville Rotary Club

Instructions: Complete application, or download application from www.somervillerotary.org. Please submit your application by January 1, 2007 for our fiscal year ending June 2007. Funding is limited to organizations that serve the Somerville community. While we would like to provide support for all organizations, our focus is the Somerville community and the needs of our citizens. Grant awards will be announced by April 20, 2007. 

DATE   1/3/07 ORGANIZATION NAME Union Square Main Streets
FEDERAL TAX ID NUMBER     20-1834007
ADDRESS    PO Box One
CITY Somerville 

State MA  Zipcode  02143 

GRANT CONTACT PERSON  Mimi Graney
WEBSITE www.unionsquaremain.org  AMOUNT REQUESTED $1,000
EMAIL ADDRESS    USMS@unionsquaremain.org
Please provide the following information on a separate sheet of company letterhead. 

Please provide a detailed budget of how the requested funds will be spent. (in general, awards range from $250 to $1,500; please keep this in mind when requesting funds.) 

Rotary Sponsorship of the weekly Grown in Somerville booth at the Union Square Farmers Market.  

Poster and printing
$150

Supplies (banner, table)
$300

Stipend for coordinator
$550   

Total
$1,000

Tell us about your organization and the services you provide. Please list the number of people, or families, served by your organization or project.

Union Square Main Streets brings together residents, businesses and city resources to revitalize Union Square as a place to live, work and play.

The Union Square Farmers Market is a collaboration of the City of Somerville, the Federation of Massachusetts Farmers Markets and Union 

Square Main Streets.  Union Square Main Streets’ role is oversight of the market through coordination of the Market Committee (made up of residents, local businesses and community organizations), promotion and facilitation of community participation in the market. 

The Grown in Somerville booth was initiated in the 2006 season to provide a venue for Somerville organizations to conduct outreach to market visitors and to close the gap between consumers and producers of food. We invite Somerville’s urban gardeners to sell their crops on a week-to-week basis beside the full-time farmers.  Organizations are invited to present educational materials, conduct surveys or sell fundraising items, providing an easy and fun way to reach potential supporters. In 2006 the Women’s Commission, STEP, Growing Center, Groundworks Somerville, Somerville Health Alliance and others all participated in the booth.
Help is needed to expand outreach to promote the booth and to schedule organizations and vendors for the 20 or so weeks of the market.  A modest stipend will help us recruit a committed volunteer to manage the project. In 2006 we tried to fund the project through a modest vendor fee at the booth and found that even this modest request ($40) was more than most non-profits were able to contribute. Rotary sponsorship will allow us to serve these organizations.

Is anyone else in the community providing this service?

While there is another farmers market in Davis Square, it isn’t the kind of meeting place that the Union Square Farmers Market has become. With children’s activities, musical and other performers, mini-festivals and more, the quantity and quality of programming at the Union Square market is unique.  There are no other regular outreach opportunities for non-profits like this in Somerville.

What are the opportunities for recognizing Somerville Rotary in your project? (E.g., hanging the Rotary banner, our emblem on a T-shirt, naming Rotary in your press release or article.)

A specially created Rotary banner identifying the booth would be hung on the Grown in Somerville booth each week, seen by the 1,000 customers visiting the market each week.  Rotary’s name would appear on the application forms for potential Grown in Somerville booth participants.  In promotional materials (posters, press releases) for the booth Rotary’s name would appear.

Is there an opportunity for Somerville Rotarians to be involved in your project? Is there an event for which you need volunteers?

Rotary might choose to be one of the Grown in Somerville organizations. Volunteer help is needed to promote the availability of the booth.  A Rotary 

member could also serve on the Market Committee to review and select those individuals and organizations for the Grown in Somerville booth.

If selected, a representative from your organization will be invited to a Rotary lunch so that we can learn more about your organization in an informal setting.

Please submit application to:

Somerville Rotary Club P.O. Box 440423,  Somerville, MA 02144 

Or email to secretary@somervillerotary.org
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