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As part of a collaborative effort, the Somerville Homeless Coalition is in the process of soliciting several private resources (e.g. religious organizations, banks, SHC general fundraising revenue, etc.) within the community to help raise the necessary funds to be able to purchase and install new heavy-duty carpeting at the family shelter.  We are asking the Somerville Rotary to become one of the partners in supporting this special project.

Several estimates indicate it will cost SHC approximately $5,000.00 to outfit the entire shelter with safer and healthier carpeting.  We are requesting a $1,000.00 donation from Rotary to cover a portion of those costs.  A demonstrated financial commitment from Rotary will also assist SHC in leveraging other financial resources to cover the remaining costs of the project.  (Tuft’s Neighborhood Community Fund just gave us $1,000.00).

The Somerville Homeless Coalition operates ten programs in Somerville to address the needs of the homeless, hungry and very low-income in our area. The College Avenue Adult Shelter, begun in 1986, is an emergency shelter with transitional programming providing accommodations for 16 women and men over the age of eighteen. The Cross Street Family Shelter, opened in 1987, is an emergency shelter with transitional programming to address the specific needs of five homeless families. Project SOUP, begun in 1969 as the first community meal program in New England, joined the Coalition in 1996 and operates two emergency food pantries and a meal program, serving approximately 45 Somerville residents each day. Passages Case Management Program assists individuals and families throughout the various stages of the continuum from homelessness to permanent housing. Our new Housing Services Department provides housing subsidies to qualified Somerville residents and runs seven permanent housing programs: one for young adults in recovery, four for disabled homeless individuals and families, supportive services for formerly homeless individuals within a Single-Room Occupancy (SRO) program and one prevention and stabilization program for those at-risk of homelessness. 

A total of 32 staff people (20 full-time and 12 part-time) are employed.  No one else in the community provides the services provided by the Somerville Homeless Coalition.

A plaque will be prominently displayed in the living room of the Family Shelter with the names and logos of donors to this project and we will send out a press release with photographs to the local papers.

While we would be happy to have the Somerville Rotary club lay carpet, we would also be grateful for your continued support with events like our road race and food               drives for Project SOUP. 

Web:  www.SomervilleHomelessCoalition.org


