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The beauty of music is that it does not take much to make.  However, since we performed at our school concert and at First Night Boston, more students have joined than we have drums!  We are requesting $550 for our Samba drum group; $250 will be used as overhead to order T-shirts for the group and community, and $300 will go to increasing the number of instruments we have so more interested students can participate.

21st Century Learning Centers at Somerville Community Schools operate at five sites throughout Somerville, each site serving roughly 90 students.  Each site strives to represent it’s specific community, thus through the diversity of Somerville each site has been able to truly reflect it’s population.  At Lincoln Park we are fortunate to house the SEIP program, Somerville’s English immersion classes.  21st Century takes advantage of this cultural and linguistic diversity by promoting each community through it’s extended day programming.  We have many Brazilian art classes, and are in the process of forming a relationship with an elementary school in El Salvador for a pen pal program.

Each day is comprised of three components.  Directly after school the students receive a snack, and for a half hour we unwind from the school day, partake in community building exercises, and enjoy each other’s company.  The students are then split into groups and begin the hour homework portion of 21st Century.  For students who are learning English, each are assigned a teacher who speaks their native language to reinforce the English they have learned that day, and to aid in homework comprehension.  The activity clubs are last.  From 4-5:30 the students participate in activities that creatively reinforce different aspects of the school day.  All clubs are tied into Somerville’s curriculums.  

There are other programs that offer after school enrichment activities, but we are specifically located in the schools—this helps not only with transportation, but also in fostering a more tightly knit community.  All the schools serve their surrounding neighborhood, thus we as well are in the heart of each community.  Having an office at each school ties us more securely to the student body and faculty, creating more trusting relationships.  Students are able to come talk with us during the day creating a more fluid transition to the 21st Century program and interacting with faculty allows us to better understand the students academically and emotionally.  We are also able extend our reach to the regular school day as well, such as combined projects with the school library.

As a sponsor for the Villeside Drummers at Lincoln Park, the Rotary emblem could appear on our uniforms and/or on the drums.  We have several videos of our performances online; Rotary could be mentioned as sponsoring the group.  The community’s response to our group has been tremendous, and anyway to maintain our presence would be beneficial to our students.  The group was interviewed by NPR and Channel 7, in the future these could be potential sponsorship mentions or if we were marching with the banner it would get significant exposure.

Aside from monetary sponsorship, there are always opportunities to get involved with 21st Century Community Learning Centers.  Specific to the Samba group a potential volunteer could help with community outreach, finding and securing performances, helping to write articles for local papers, or helping with community relations, making sure all parents and families have directions or rides to shows.  Of course volunteers are always appreciated during our homework time, the more help we have the more attentive we are able to be to each child’s specific needs.  And that, in all of its manifestations, is our goal.

Thank you for your consideration in sponsoring our 21st Century VilleSide Drum group at the Lincoln Park Community School, Somerville MA.

Nick Petschek

Parent Liaison

21st Century Site Coordinator

Lincoln Park Community School

npetschek@k12.somerville.ma.us

617.625.6600 x 6694







